
 

Robert Vun Yau Lee (1932-2015) 

Robert Vun Yau Lee was born in Honolulu, Hawaii to Henry En Pui 
Lee and Ami Akana Lee.  He was the youngest of eight siblings.  
After graduation from Kamehameha High School, he enlisted in the 
Army and served in Korea.  He moved to the Bay Area and attended 
San Francisco City College and San Francisco State College.  He 
started at Consultants and Designers as a draftsman and moved to 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company where he retired after 30 years as 
Marketing Manager of the De Anza Division.  He retired from the company in 1987 and 
continued to work as a consultant for 10 years.  He met Gladys at SF State and they made their 
home in SF, later moving to Fremont to raise their five children.   

Robert enjoyed all sports and participated in basketball, boxing, baseball and golf.  He managed 
and coached Little League for several years and managed son Roger’s team when they won the 
championship. He started golfing as a young boy in Honolulu and earned pocket money 
caddying at the Oahu Country Club.  Bob and Gladys loved golfing and traveling and particularly 
enjoyed returning to their home state to visit family and friends and play the championship 
courses in Hawaii.  Bob became adept at organizing golf tournaments, doing the scoring and 
pairings and chaired the SBCC Scholarship Golf Tournament for several years.  He also was a 
member of The San Jose Men’s Golf Club, the Oakland Chinese Golf Club, the PSEA Golf Club, 
the Oakland SIRS and the Fremont SIRS.   

Robert has served as President of SBCC 1971-72, 1993-94 and chaired and participated on 
numerous committees as the Ways and Means, Ho Soong Cook Book, Arts and Wine Festival, 
Service and Cultural Arts and served on the Board of the SBCSC and in many other capacities for 
many years. 

He served on the Board of the Kamehameha Alumni Association of Northern Calif.  and for 
many years was instrumental in organizing the “Explorations” Program, bringing the Hawaiian 
Culture, dance, music and sports to people in the Bay Area.  He served as President of the 
Lighting Engineers Club, advisor to SF Junior Achievement, member of the Toastmaster’s Club.   
He loved playing the ukulele and was a member of Kaleponi Strings for many years, performing 
and assisting at the annual Northern California Ukulele Festival. He was delighted that his 
children and his grandchildren shared his love of Hawaiian music and performance. 

 


