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Please note that the Pagoda Post is only published once a quarter so to get “up-to-the
minute” breaking news about club events, please go to the club website and check in:

www.SouthBayChineseClub.org

www.SouthbayChineseClub.org


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Have you noticed the super bright and full moon in the evening of September 24th?  It
happens to be the Mid-Autumn Festival.  This day occurs at the 15th day of the 8th month
(August 15) in the Chinese lunar calendar – essentially the night of the full moon.  This
day is also known as the Chinese Moon Festival when traditionally, families gather
together to celebrate harvest under a full moon.  We know this day is around the corner
when we notice the Chinese grocery stores (even Costco) starting to sell “moon cakes”.
July through September are usually the “slow” months in terms of activities at the club.
This year, however, our club participated in a couple of special activities in July and

August with our sister organization, Citizens for Better Community (CBC).

On July 22ⁿd CBC and SBCC threw a big surprise party at the World Gourmet Restaurant to say goodbye to Steve
and Amy Cho, who have since moved to Roseville to be closer to their daughter.  Both have been long-time
officers at both CBC and SBCC, including being Presidents (Amy was SBCC President from 2009 to 2010 while
Steve was a two-term President from 2012 to 2014.  The dinner party was attended by club members, friends,
and acquaintances Steve and Amy have known throughout their years serving the local community and many
took the opportunity to thank the Cho’s for their devotion and service.  On behalf of our SBCC members, I would
like to thank the Cho’s for their tireless efforts guiding and supporting our club through all these years.

On August 28th representatives from SBCC attended a special reception hosted by CBC and Friends of Children
with Special Needs (FCSN) to welcome Fremont’s first female police chief, Kim Petersen and to say goodbye to
Chief Richard Lucero who retired in July 2018.  Please see the article in this issue for more photos.

Two days later on August 30th SBCC joined CBC and 19 other community
organizations to sponsor a new community event “One Community, One World
Summer Concert” at Fremont Central Park Pavilion.  CBC was the chief organizer
of the event and arranged for the entertainment which featured performances
from many different cultures.  This event was so successful that it is expected to
be an annual event in the future.  Please see the article in this issue for more
details and photos.

Our next club event will be the General Membership Meeting in October when
the members will approve the club operating budget for the next year.  This year,
we have planned something special for our members.  We will combine the Board
meeting and General Membership meeting with a social event (a Dim Sum
brunch) to be held at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 20, 2018 at the Asian Pearl
Restaurant, Fremont.  A special speaker will present the On Lok Lifeways PACE program (an all-inclusive senior
care program) to the members.  Hope to see you all at this event.

Joe Woo
SBCC President 2018-2019
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September 27, 2018

Dear South Bay Chinese Club Members,

I hope that you had an enjoyable, relaxing summer and now with the start of a new school year it
is time again to prepare for the South Bay Chinese Service Club Scholarship Awards Program.
The Program is entering into its 49th year of awarding scholarships to exemplary high school
students of Chinese descent in our local community. Children of club members and students residing
in Fremont, Newark, and Union City are eligible to apply. The purpose of the scholarship program
is to recognize these talented students for their hard work and achievements and to provide
encouragement for the challenges ahead. The applicants are carefully evaluated based on academic
achievement, leadership, community service, and extracurricular achievement.

The scholarship application form will be available online at our website:
www.SouthBayChineseClub.org during October and November. We are continuing to improve the
scholarship application process to make it easier for our applicants. Please check our website within
the next two months if your students or your friend’s and neighbor’s students are interested in
applying for this scholarship. Last year with record high generous donations from many of our
members and sponsors such as Fremont Bank, Comcast, BlackRock, Republic Services, Dutra

Enterprises, and Citizens for Better
Community, we awarded a total of
$27,000 in scholarship awards to 22
students. This year, with your help, our
goal is to generate an equal or higher
amount for our scholarship fund.

The scholarship awards will be presented during the annual scholarship banquet to be held on the
evening of Wednesday, April 10, 2019 at the Mayflower Restaurant in Union City. Our guests
will include applicants, donors, former award winners, club members, school counselors, and local
officials. A special keynote speaker will address the graduates and the guests. This will be one
event you do not want to miss next year so mark your calendar!
The names of the donors who make this program possible will be included in the program and other
printed materials. Donations of $125 or more are entitled to receive complementary dinners at the
scholarship banquet and all donors will receive written acknowledgment for their tax-deductible
contributions. Your participation will make a powerful statement about the strength of our
community.

For your convenience we are again accepting donations using major credit cards on our club website:
www.SouthBayChineseClub.org. If you prefer to send a check, please use the form on the next
page.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about this program. Thank you for your
continued support for one of the longest running scholarship programs in the Chinese Community.

Sincerely,
Randy Sabado
SBCSC Scholarship Committee Chair
(510) 792-3163
Rsaturday21@gmail.com
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Fremont Police Chief Kim Petersen Reception
submitted by Joe Woo

On August 28th representatives from SBCC attended a special reception hosted by CBC and Friends
of Children with Special Needs (FCSN) to welcome Fremont’s first female police chief, Kim
Petersen and to say goodbye to Chief Richard Lucero who retired in July 2018.  The event started
at 6:30 p.m. at the FCSN facility at 2300 Peralta Blvd., Fremont.

Anna Muh (member of both CBC and SBCC) was the chief organizer of the event.  Steve Cho
acted as the MC for the evening.

Chief Petersen gave a brief background with interesting facts such as her playing soccer on the
same team as Brandi Chastain.  She introduced her four captains, briefing us about each of their
roles and duties.  Former Chief Richard Lucero wrapped up the event by speaking to the audience.

Anna Muh welcomes the crowd

Steve Cho introduced the honored guests
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Joe Woo with the new Police Chief Kim Petersen and Fire Chief Curtis Jacobson

Honored guests and community leaders with the Police Chiefs
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Former Chief Richard Lucero, Chief Kim Petersen and her captains, Mayor Lily Mei, and former
Vice Mayor Sue Chan with SBCC members

          Chief Petersen with Dr. Steven Chan             Former Police Chief
            and Former Vice Mayor Sue Chan                   Richard Lucero
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One Community One World Summer Concert
submitted by Joe Woo

On August 30th SBCC joined CBC and 19 other community organizations to sponsor a new
community event “One Community, One World Summer Concert” at Fremont Central Park
Pavilion.  CBC was the chief organizer of the event and arranged for the entertainment which
featured performances from many different cultures. This free event was a non-religious,
non-political community event which welcomed anyone who wants to foster a harmonious
community spirit, to build community partnerships, and to instill and promote a common civic
pride.  There were many great performances throughout the evening, although the highlight of the
evening was the finale when all the performers, sponsors, VIP's, and attendees joined in to sing a
7-1/2-minute version of Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie's "We are the World" - under the
direction of our musical director, Judy Lam with the IdeaBand doing the lead singing.  To view
this finale performance, please visit our website at www.southbaychineseclub.org .

This event was so successful that it is expected to be an annual event in the future.
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Jingxi Project-Based Learning Experience
            submitted by Gerry Low-Sabado

I was invited by Charles Fang Chen and his Jingxi
Project-Based Learning Experience students from China
to meet them at Stanford University to tell them about my
family's Chinese American History on the Monterey
Peninsula.  Their plans included visits to Stanford's
Hopkins Marine Station and the Monterey Bay Aquarium,
both sites where my early Chinese ancestors' fishing
village once stood.

I also was invited to go whale watching with the students
on the Sea Goddess Whale Watching Cruise in Moss
Landing.  Carolyn Sotka, co-author of The Death and Life
of the Monterey Bay, A Story of Revival and Adjunct
Faculty, College of Charleston Graduate Programs
(Masters in Environmental Science & Graduate Program
in Marine Biology) helped to host the students. The
students came to learn about the revival of the Monterey
Bay, create presentations about what they have learned,
and bring what they learned back to China in hopes to
help revive China's oceans.  I was invited to their

presentations to "give my valuable input."  I was so surprised when I learned that the Monterey
Bay Aquarium arranged for them to give their presentations at the Wave Street Studios which
is located at the site of my Grandparent's home one block up from Cannery Row! The studio
is the site of my Grandfather's house where My Great Grandmother Quock Mui lived, where
my Mother was raised, and where my sisters and cousins gathered for special family
occasions!!  The students had interviewed me and will also report on the revival of the Chinese
American history on the Monterey Peninsula!
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The National Chinese American Citizens Alliance
Board Members Visit Gerry Low Sabado To Learn

About The Early Pioneering Chinese American
History on the Monterey Peninsula.

September 22, 2018

The Board Members of the National Chinese American
Citizens Alliance  http://www.cacanational.org/ visit Wave
Street Studios, the site of my Great Grandmother Quock
Mui's, my Grandparent's, my Mother's, my Aunts', & my
Uncle's home.

We visited the site
where the McAbee
Beach Chinese
Village once stood

and posed with the wonderful Monterey Bay Chinese Fishing
Village Descendants Banner that Elaine Lee/Print 'N
Graphics created for me.  C.A.C.A., Salinas Lodge President
Herb Wong's Mother and my Mother were born in this village
in the early 1900's.  Our Mothers were sisters and Granddaughters of Quock Mui.

Munson Kwok and Gerry, both descendants of the Pacific
Grove Chinese Village speak about the Chinese Junk (boat)
on display at the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History
https://www.pgmuseum.org/.  Our ancestors sailed from
Southern China to the Carmel Point Lobos area in the early
1850's.

Visiting the
Point Lobos Chinese Cabin. My Great Grandmother
Quock Mui's photo is displayed in this cabin.  Quock Mui
was born in Point Lobos in 1859 and is the first
documented Chinese female born in the Monterey Bay
area.

The Monterey Bay Chinese Association 2nd Chinese Cultural Festival was
covered on KSBW and Gerry was interviewed.  Check out the following link for
more details.

https://www.ksbw.com/article/chinese-culture-celebrated-in-monterey/23390975
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The following article appeared in the Tri-City Voice, September 4, 2018 issue.

STEVE AND AMY SAY GOODBYE
By William Marshak

Steve and Amy Cho thought the big goodbye party was planned for the following month, but others
had a different idea.  Gathering a group of friends and admirers, a secret plot was hatched to spring
a big surprise party early; to lure the couple into a banquet room filled to capacity with well-wishers.
A diverse group of friends gathered at World Gourmet Buffet in Fremont on July 22nd and waited
for the couple to arrive.

Meanwhile, an unsuspecting Steve and Amy were maneuvered to another restaurant nearby and
told that the wait for a table would be lengthy.  A suggestion to alter their plans met with approval
and they entered the buffet.  Steve was directed to a banquet room filled with people and demurred
saying that it looked like there was some sort of party going on and he didn’t want to disturb the
crows.  Assured that this was not a problem, the couple entered to a thunderous surprise cheer and
the merriment was on!

With the many accolades and compliments, it was difficult to enumerate all the organizations and
individuals the couple have impacted since their move to Fremont in 1978.  From social, ethnic,
political and community groups, the names of Steve and Amy Cho are synonymous with service
and boundless energy in the greater Tri-City area.  As a microphone passed from person to person
addition additional information about the activities of Steve and Amy, it was evident that their
presence will be sorely missed.

Although the move to Roseville is no secret, the exact address of their new residence is not widely
known.  However, after the moving boxes are unpacked and they have settled into their new home
they have been told to expect many visits from friends as well as reminders of an open invitation
to return as often as possible.

Bon voyage and best wishes for future endeavors!
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 OCTOBER DECEMBER

 02 – Randy Sabado         03 – Willy Yichoy
 05 – Gerrye Wong         04 – Priscilla McNeil
 05 -- Chu Ching Siu         05 – Gary Shuck
 12 – Nancy Liu          07 – June Yee
 15 – John Dutra          11 – SteveChan
 16 – Roland Chow         11 – Irene Cheung
 31 – Judy Chow          15 – Aliene Yee
              21 – Maelene Wong
              23 – Michiko Yee
              23 – Angelina Heywood
 NOVEMBER                        24 – Lorraine Chew
 05 – Ed Tom           25 – Jane Lin
 07 – Lorrie Wong          26 – William Liu
 08 – Esther Yee          28 – Brad Hatton
 14 – Lily Mei           29 – Jeff Bowen
 15 – Joe Zerda
 22 – Amy Jang
 23 – Cindy Yichoy
 24 – Sara Gin
 25 – Gerry Low-Sabado
 28 – Steven Gee
 30 – Walter Szto

WHEN:  Saturday, October 20, 2018

TIME:  10:30 am Dim Sum Brunch

WHERE: Asian Pearl, 43635 Boswell Road, Fremont, CA
      94538

SPEAKER:  Stephanie Szto, Enrollment and Outreach Specialist, On Lok Lifeways

RSVP DEADLINE: Wednesday, October 17, 2018 - Limited seating!

RSVP to Aliene Yee, (510) 657-7972 or Aliene1215@comcast.net
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2018
October 20, Saturday       Board of Directors meeting/General Membership Meeting,
 Dim Sum Brunch, Asian Pearl Restaurant, 10:30 a.m.

Dec. 8, Saturday  SBCC/CBC Christmas Party at Aegis Gardens

2019
Feb. 5, Tuesday         Chinese New Year – Year of the Pig Begins

Feb. 13, Wednesday   Board of Directors meeting

Feb. 16, Saturday   Chinese New Year Event at Fremont Main Library

Feb. 24, Sunday   Chinese New Year Celebration Dinner, Mayflower Restaurant,
       Union City

March 9, Saturday   Elder’s Luncheon, Location & Time TBD

Apr. 10, Wednesday   SBCSC Scholarship Awards Banquet, Mayflower Restaurant,
       Union City

Apr. 17, Wednesday   Board of Directors meeting

May 5, Sunday    Annual SBCSC Golf Tournament Scholarship Benefit,
       Summitpointe Golf Course, Milpitas
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2018 - 2019 Board Directory
President
Joe Woo……..……………..…….….….(510) 651-1629

Vice President:
Richard Muh. ……………………..……(510) 226-8678

Secretary:
Angelina Heywood……………………..(510) 651-6741

Treasurer:
Gordon Jang…………………………… (510) 790-0740

Immediate Past President:
Lorrie Wong ……………………….…..(510) 651-3015

Chairpersons of Standing Committees

Membership:
Aliene Yee.…………..……………...….(510) 657-7972

Social Committee:
Cecilia Leon.…………..……….……….(510) 445-1330

Service/Cultural:  TBD

Ways and Means: TBD

Chairpersons of Special Committees

Chinese New Year Celebration:
Lorrie Wong……………………….……(510) 651-3015
Maelene Wong …………………………(510) 791-1400

Installation Dinner:
Lorrie Wong ………….………………..(510) 651-3015

Elections:
Ron Wong.……….……….…………….(510) 651-3015

Golf Tournament:
Victor Gin.……….……...……….…..…(209) 785-5066

Pagoda Post:
Fran Gin ..…………………….………...(209) 785-5066

Scholarship:
Randy Sabado……………...…………...(510) 792-3163

Webmasters:
Joe Woo……………………...…………(510) 651-1629
Priscilla McNeil……………...………....(510) 364-9168

SBCC/CBC BBQ:
TBD

SBCC/CBC Parade:
TBD

2018 - 2019 Board of Directors
Amy Cho Aaron Wong
Judy Chong Ron Wong
Elaine Lee Aliene Yee
Cecilia Leon

SBCC Pagoda Post Newsletter

The Pagoda Post welcomes your articles,
member
profiles, comments and feedback.

Editor: Fran Gin (docsab1@comcast.net)
Publisher: Aliene Yee
Contributing Writers: Fran Gin, William
Marshak, Gerry Low Sabado, Randy Sabado,
Joe Woo

Contributing Photographers:  Gerry Low
Sabado, Randy Sabado, Joe Woo

Jane Lin - Fremont, CA
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