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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
First, I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year!  Since the Chinese
New Year is just around the corner (February 5, 2019), I would also like to
wish everyone a Happy Chinese New Year!
On December 9, SBCC and CBC co-sponsored the annual Christmas Party
at Aegis Gardens where we provided gifts, entertainment, and supper to
the senior citizens.  Thanks to the hard work of Amy Cho and Cecilia Leon,
the event was a great success thoroughly enjoyed by the seniors.  You can
read about the event in more details and see some photos taken at Aegis

Gardens in this edition of the Newsletter.
This year, Chinese New Year (Year of the Pig) falls on Tuesday, February 5, 2019.  As part of our
club’s mission statement: “to preserve the culture and customs of the Chinese
heritage”, we will be hosting two events to celebrate Chinese New Year.  We
will again co-sponsor the Chinese New Year Celebration at the Fremont Main
Library with CBC and Fremont Library on Saturday February 16 starting at 1
p.m.  Our slightly overworked Amy Cho will again be organizing this event
with the help of Gerry Sabado, Cecilia Leon, and Aliene Yee.  She will need
help to setup at the Fremont Library the day before (Friday, February 15).
Please contact Amy if you are available to help with setting up the day before
and/or helping with the event – SBCC will need member’s help to man the craft tables from 2 to
4 p.m.
The second event related to Chinese New Year will be our annual Chinese New Year dinner at
the Mayflower Restaurant on February 24 at 6 p.m.  This is a very popular event as many club
members have been reserving a table for their family and friends.  Since we can only reserve a
limit number of tables at the restaurant due to space limitation, it always sold out before the
RSVP deadline each year.  The RSVP deadline is February 14, 2019 (Valentine’s Day) this year.
You can sign up using the Reservation Form in this Newsletter or sign up online.  Please contact
Lorrie Wong or Maelene Wong if you have any questions.
Our annual Elder’s Dim Sum Luncheon date will be held on Saturday, March 9, 2019 at Asian
Pearl Seafood Restaurant.  It will be followed by the SBCSC Scholarship Award Banquet on April
10, 2019 at the Mayflower Restaurant in Union City.
As you can see, after a short one to two months of quiet time, we are starting to get very busy
with multiple social and cultural events in the next few months.  I hope many of you will show
up to support these events which our committee members have spent many hours preparing for.

Joe Woo
SBCC President 2018-2019
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On October 20, 2018 a general membership meeting was held at
Asian Pearl Restaurant.  President Joe Woo gave a report on the
many activities that SCBC has participated in the past year and then
introduced  Anna Muh as a new board member and President Elect
for the coming year.  She will become President when Joe’s term

ends in June this year.

A new club banner designed by Elaine Lee was shown
to club members.  It is shorter than the previous banner
and more suitable for parades.  Members in attendance
approved the banner.

Scholarship chairman, Randy Sabado, reported that
SBCSC awarded $27,000 to students of Chinese descent last year and he hopes to increase that
amount this year.  Scholarship applications will be available on the club website on Monday,
October 22, 2018.

New members, Janet Barton & Ling Lin, were introduced by Gerry
Low-Sabado and welcomed by all the members.

After the general membership meeting
had concluded, the guest speaker,
Stephanie Szto, an enrollment and
outreach specialist from On Lok
Lifeways gave a presentation.  She

explained that On Lok Lifeways is a comprehensive health plan that
provides long-term care services for eligible seniors living in San
Francisco, Fremont, Newark, Union City, or Santa Clara County.
The program offers the elderly of Santa Clara County social services, full medical care, and long
term care services with the goal of helping seniors live at home and in the community for as long
as possible.

On Lok Lifeways is a certified Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE).  The PACE
model is centered on the belief that it is better for the well-being of seniors with chronic care
needs and their families to be served in their community whenever possible.  Whether your loved
one lives in Santa Clara County or elsewhere around the area, there should always be social
services you can rely on.

3







CHRISTMAS  PARTY  – DECEMBER 8, 2018
by Amy Cho

Sister organizations South Bay Chinese Club (SBCC) and Citizens For Better Community (CBC) recently held
the 2018 Christmas party at Aegis Gardens Retirement Home in Fremont.   This joint event is a tradition that
members enjoy every year.

We were treated  to a “Night in Hong Kong” show and performances
this year!   By popular demand,  the same organizers from last year
brought a new show to us again this year.  Organizers were Dr. Hal
Lim and Ms. Carmelita Chao of UNESCO CID SFS (United Nations’
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, Conseil
International de la Danse, San Francisco Section). Thanks to Hal and
Carmelita for a wonderful afternoon of dances and elaborate costumes
and props!  Many dancers entertained SBCC/CBC members and Aegis
Gardens residents. This was an ‘interactive’ party,  members and
seniors danced too.

Dances were followed with boisterous Christmas carol singing.
Some members from VIFE (Virtuoso International Flute
Ensemble) provided fantastic accompanying music for the
caroling.  They also did a little performing of their own.   VIFE’s
founder and director Judy Lam played the piano while Yang
Shao, David Lam, Herbert Chiu, Lena Zee, Beverly Moris, Midji
Rovetta, Amy Cho, Alice Cheung, SBCC President Joe Woo
and CBC President Charles Liu led the members and residents.
Not long after, more SBCC and CBC members joined these
leaders at the stage to make very harmonious and energetic
singing for the residents.
Santa distributed presents to seniors at Aegis Gardens as well as seniors from SBCC and CBC.   Thanks to Santa
(Past SBCC President Randy Sabado) and Mrs. Santa (Gerry Low Sabado)!  This was an opportune time to get
a Christmas/Santa picture for families.  Many photos were taken.   As for the preparations before, it took a team
of people to prepare the hundred-some presents for the seniors.  SBCC/CBC members Aliene Yee, Lorrie Wong,
Gerry Low Sabado, and Cecilia Leon spearheaded these preparations.  CBC and SBCC leave these little presents
as a happy memory for the seniors.  The dinner was superb.  SBCC/CBC provided hot, freshly cooked Chinese
food and Aegis Gardens topped that off with even more entrees.   Dessert, drink, holiday dinnerware and other
materials were all provided by Aegis Gardens.  The dining room was festive and very, very cozy.   Members had
a chance to catch up with friends who they had not seen for awhile.  Unwrapped toys and food items were collected

for the local Tri-City League of Volunteers (LOV) organization.
Committee members included:    Lorrie Wong,  Aliene Yee,
Cecilia Leon, Joe Zerda,  Kathy Jang, Amy Cho, Steve Cho,  Gerry
Low Sabado, Randy Sabado and Midji Rovetta.  Finally, thanks
to all of Aegis Gardens’ warm and energetic staff under the
General Manager Emily Poon.
The Christmas parties are always memorable.  We share Christmas
with the seniors, do something for our community with the toy
and food donations,  and have a great experience for
ourselves…all at the same time!   Now that Christmas and the
holidays are over,  we can welcome in 2019.
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December 24, 2018

Dear South Bay Chinese Club Members,
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!   The South Bay Chinese Service
Club Scholarship Program is entering into its 49th year of awarding scholarships to exemplary high
school students of Chinese descent in our local community. Children of club members and students
residing in Fremont, Newark, and Union City are eligible to apply. The purpose of the scholarship
program is to recognize these talented students for their hard work and achievements, and to provide
encouragement for the challenges ahead. The applicants are carefully evaluated based on academic
achievement, leadership, community service, and extracurricular achievement.

The scholarship application form is available online at our website: www.SouthBayChineseClub.org
and as of December 24th we have already received 53 requests for applications. We are continuing
to improve the scholarship application process to make it easier for our applicants. Please check our
website within the next two months if your students or your friends and neighbor’s students are
interested in applying for this scholarship. Last year with record high generous donations from many
of our members and sponsors such as Fremont Bank, Comcast, BlackRock, Republic Services, Dutra
Enterprises, and Citizens for Better Community, we awarded a total of $27,000 in scholarship awards
to 22 students. This year, with your help, our goal is to generate an equal or higher amount for our
scholarship fund

The scholarship awards will be presented during the annual scholarship banquet
to be held on the evening of Wednesday, April 10, 2019 at the Mayflower
Restaurant in Union City. Our guests will include applicants, donors, former
award winners, club members, school counselors, and local officials. A special
keynote speaker will address the graduates and the guests. This will be one event
you do not want to miss next year so mark your calendar!

The names of the donors who make this program possible will be included in the
program and other printed materials. Donations of $125 or more are entitled to
receive complementary dinners at the scholarship banquet and all donors will

receive written acknowledgment for their tax-deductible contributions. Your participation will make
a powerful statement about the strength of our community.

For your convenience we are again accepting donations using major credit cards on our club website:
www.SouthBayChineseClub.org. If you prefer to send a check, please use the form on the next
page.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about this program. Thank you for your
continued support for one of the longest running scholarship programs in the Chinese Community.

Sincerely,
Randy Sabado
SBCSC Scholarship Committee Chair
(510) 792-3163
Rsaturday21@gmail.com
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CHINESE NEW YEAR TO BE CELEBRATED AT THE
FREMONT MAIN LIBRARY ON FEBRUARY 16, 2019

by Amy Cho

South Bay Chinese Club, Citizens For Better Community, and the Fremont Main Library will again celebrate the
Chinese New Year on Saturday, February 16 at 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.  This year we celebrate the Year of the Pig!  The
official date for the new lunar year is February 5, 2019.

This event is for families, youngsters and anyone interested in Chinese culture.  Craft booths will fill the library.
Last year Paper Cutting was featured on one side of the Children’s Library.  For the first time, a riddle game
involving Chinese culture and the new year will also be featured.  On the other side in the Storytime Theater, other
children’s crafts such as lantern making and fortune cookie pin making can be found.  The children will have tons
of fun while they observe the demonstrations.  They also get hands-on experience doing the crafts themselves and
taking their own work home!  Let’s see what new ideas pop up this year!

Don’t miss the entertainment program, which takes place 1:00-2:00 p.m. in the Fukaya Room.  The performances
include instruments, singing, dance, Chinese YoYo, and more.  It is fascinating to see the talents we have right
here in our own community.  Crafts will be open 2:00-4:00 p.m., right after the performances end.

Volunteers are always appreciated. We are looking for members who can volunteer 2 hours of their time on Friday
afternoon, February 15, around 1:30 p.m. to help decorate.  We also can use volunteers on Saturday, February 16,
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the Chinese New Year event.  Help is always needed with children’s crafts and
many other areas. All the supplies will be provided!  We only need your time and effort.    Please call Amy Cho,
510-823-4328.
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YEAR OF THE PIG CELEBRATION DINNER

Join your SBCC friends at our annual Chinese New Year dinner celebrating the
“Year of the PIG”, SUNDAY, February 24, 2019, 6:00 PM, at the Mayflower
Restaurant in Union City.  Reservations may be mailed in with your check or made
on-line by credit card, but please make them by February. 14.  Also, the committee
is now collecting items for our fabulous raffle sale. If you have new items or gift
cards that you cannot use, please consider donating them for our raffle. Items must
be in excellent condition. Please check the expiration date before donating any food
item.

More details are provided on the attached flier in this issue of the Pagoda Post.  Print the flier and begin inviting
your guests.  Any questions? Contact Lorrie Wong, ronlorel@yahoo.com or Maelene Wong,
maelenewong@yahoo.com.

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW IF YOU WERE BORN IN THE YEAR OF THE PIG
(From chinatravelguide.com)

Personality and Characteristics:  Ebullient, flexible, gentle, optimistic

Most people born in the Chinese zodiac Pig sign possess a genial and accommodating
personality and would not harm others. They often hold unique attitudes and standpoints
among their peers. They are rather super endurance in trying to achieve their goals step
by step. However, they may at times become hotheaded when in trouble. Fortunately,
they are quick in adaptation to rebuild their confidence.

Strengths:  Good-tempered, kind-hearted, positive, loyal

People born in the Year of the Pig are honest and frank in personality, with chivalrous and gallant manners.
They have a calm appearance and a strong heart. They do whatever they want with strength. They are tolerant
and optimistic, but not until they become your friends can their virtue, advantages and fidelity to friendship be
appreciated. They are quick tempered, but hate arguments and quarreling. They are kind to their loved ones.
They are not afraid of difficulties and problems but when faced with them, they try to work them out gradually.
They treat friends sincerely and do not tell lies unless they have to. They are lighthearted and usually fall asleep
easily.

Weaknesses:  Gullible, slow-witted, faltering

Putting too much trust and sometimes naïve characteristics may be their shortfalls
to point that they can easily fall into traps. Although they are loyal to friends but
they actually do not have many friends in return. They are hot-tempered and
impulsive and are not good in communication. If they play pranks on people, they
won' t know when to stop.
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ELDER BRUNCH

Turning 80 years young in 2019?

For the past 8 years SBCC have invited our senior members who have reached the big 80
and will invite those who will reach 80 in 2019 for a dim sum brunch.
WHEN:  Saturday, March 9, 2019
WHERE:  Asian Pearl Seafood Restaurant,43635 Boscell Road, Fremont, CA  94538
TIME:  10:30 a.m.
Our members are so young looking that it’s difficult to judge who will turn 80 this year. We
certainly want to include you in the celebration and send you an invitation. So please call
Aliene Yee at 510.657.7972 OR email aliene1215@comcast.net by Friday, February
1st, to let her know you are one of the special members to join the celebration.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Fifty years ago on Sunday,
December 22, 1968, Aaron
Wong married Maelene
Leong at Old St. Mary's
Church on Grant and
California in San Francisco.
To celebrate their 50th

Anniversary their two
children, Geoff and Trisha
and spouses, hosted a
wonderful party, based on a
travel theme, at Castlewood
Country Club in Pleasanton.

Many friends and family
members helped them
celebrate this momentous
occasion.  Even Elvis was in
the house to serenade and
party with the couple.

Happy 50th Aaron & Maelene!

13





FOON HAY SENIORS GOLF CLUB
 by Gerrye Wong

The Foon Hay Seniors Golf Club, headquartered in Silicon Valley, ended its busy year of golf, golf and more
golf, with its annual holiday party and installation of new officers.

So welcome to newly installed 2019 President Fran Gin, VP Victor
Mahr, Secretary Willy Yichoy, Treasurer Victor Gin, Tournament
C-Chairs Sheila Lee and Ron Wong, Directors at Large Norman Lam
and Gene Lim, and Webmaster Clarence Bakken.  Ukelele
entertainment with a sing along opened the evening with great
audience participation following leaders Chuck and Deanna Leong
with Stella Chan, leaders of the Rossmoor
Ukelele Club.

Foon Hay Club Champs were announced at
the China Stix Restaurant dinner.  Women’s

Champions taking home the Perpetual trophy were Category A Level Women’s Division
Sheila Ho and Level B Gerrye Wong,   Men’s A Champion was Victor Gin and Men’s
B Champion was Daniel Lo. Foon Hay Seniors Golf Club for ages 55 and older, meets
once a month on the second Wednesday of the month at various local Greater Bay Area
golf courses.  Check websitehttps://cbakkennet.ipage.com/foonhay/if interested in
joining.

Foon Hay members this evening brought toys and children’s clothing
for the Asian Americans for
Community Involvement’s
Drive to bring cheer to children
at their Center for victims of
Domestic violence.  AACI
worker Katherine Wong
expressed her gratitude to the
club members for their kind
support of Paradise Fire needs.

Foon Hay Club honors Founders Clarence Bakken, Calvin Wong, Ernie
Wong and Wilson Fong

   JANUARY               FEBRUARY       MARCH
   01 - Arlene Chang             09 – Rodney Chew          01 – Ben Chew
   01 – Edwin Ng                        12 – Thomas Tang    03 – Roland Chew
   02 – Brian Gin                 15 – Orson Leong          06 – Frank Louie
   03 – Rose Lee                 21 – Mamie Wong          08 – Jon Heywood
   16 – Jonathan Chang            26 – Jade Hsiung         14 – Dorothy Louie
   19 – Richard Muh                                18 – Jean Louie Willett
   19 – Theresa Gee                                  24 – Serena Suranyi
   20 – Harold Chew                                  25 – Teresa Yin Wong
   21 – Wan Ling Lin
   30 – Fran Gin
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2019
Feb. 5, Tuesday         Chinese New Year – Year of the Pig Begins

Feb. 13, Wednesday   Board of Directors meeting

Feb. 16, Saturday        Chinese New Year Event at Fremont Main Library

Feb. 24, Sunday   Chinese New Year Celebration Dinner, Mayflower
Restaurant,          Union City

March 9, Saturday   Elder’s Luncheon, Asian Pearl Seafood Restaurant,
10:30 a.m.

Apr. 10, Wednesday   SBCSC Scholarship Awards Banquet, Mayflower
Restaurant,          Union City

Apr. 17, Wednesday   Board of Directors meeting

May 5, Sunday    Annual SBCSC Golf Tournament Scholarship Benefit,
          Summitpointe Golf Course, Milpitas
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2018 - 2019 Board Directory
President
Joe Woo……..……………..…….….….(510) 651-1629

Vice President:
Richard Muh. ……………………..……(510) 226-8678

Secretary:
Angelina Heywood……………………..(510) 651-6741

Treasurer:
Gordon Jang…………………………… (510) 790-0740

Immediate Past President:
Lorrie Wong ……………………….…..(510) 651-3015

Chairpersons of Standing Committees

Membership:
Aliene Yee.…………..……………...….(510) 657-7972

Social Committee:
Cecilia Leon.…………..……….……….(510) 445-1330

Service/Cultural:  TBD

Ways and Means: TBD

Chairpersons of Special Committees

Chinese New Year Celebration:
Lorrie Wong……………………….……(510) 651-3015
Maelene Wong …………………………(510) 791-1400

Installation Dinner:
Lorrie Wong ………….………………..(510) 651-3015

Elections:
Ron Wong.……….……….…………….(510) 651-3015

Golf Tournament:
Victor Gin.……….……...……….…..…(209) 785-5066

Pagoda Post:
Fran Gin ..…………………….………...(209) 785-5066

Scholarship:
Randy Sabado……………...…………...(510) 792-3163

Webmasters:
Joe Woo……………………...…………(510) 651-1629
Priscilla McNeil……………...………....(510) 364-9168

SBCC/CBC BBQ:
TBD

SBCC/CBC Parade:
TBD

2018 - 2019 Board of Directors
Judy Chong Aaron Wong
Elaine Lee Ron Wong
Cecilia Leon Aliene Yee
Anna Muh

SBCC Pagoda Post Newsletter

The Pagoda Post welcomes your articles,
member profiles, comments and feedback.

Editor: Fran Gin (docsab1@comcast.net)
Publisher: Aliene Yee
Contributing Writers: chinatravelguide.com,
Amy Cho, Fran Gin, Angelina Heywood, Randy
Sabado,  Stephanie Szto, Gerrye Wong, Maelene
Wong, Joe Woo, Aliene Yee

Contributing Photographers:  Steve Cho, Cecilia
Leon, Gerry Low Sabado, Randy Sabado, Gerrye
Wong, Maelene Wong, Joe Woo

Janet Barton
Fremont, CA

Ling Lin
 San Leandro, CA
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